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Since the 16 th of April 09 | am working in the ,,Collegio Politechnico Nhamatanda“ in
Lamego as a Development Instructor.

In my first meeting with my Project Leader Neves we were speaking about our ideas
what | can do. We decided that | start with English lessons for two classes, with two
club evenings per week and with the help for reports. More responsibilities and work |
got within the first weeks: helping to establish a new library, a PowerPoint
presentation for a vocational schools meeting in Zimbabwe, where Neves will
introduce the school, a little English club, finding a partner for a football club.

In my first week | started with the English lessons and with a photo club. | discovered
that the English level of the students is quite low, we were practicing the basics: to
be, to have and some prepositions. | wanted to make the students practicing to
speak and not just to listen and to write down. Therefore every lesson everybody has
to say something. This needs a lot of time, because the classes are quite big (around
30 students each), but they took actively part and we had nice discussions about
different expressions.

The photo club is going well. In the first evening | explained the different signs on the
camera, and the participants got different tasks, for example to make one picture with
flash, one without flash, one with automatic and one portrait. The students very much
like it and it's always a good mood.

| also faced some difficulties. In every lesson students are missing, who are just not
taking part. | spoke with other teachers and | was visiting a lesson and saw, that’s a
general problem. So there is a lot of work to make sure that they are sticking to the
schedule.

In the photo club | got the problem that every evening different people were coming.
So | formed groups of 5 persons each, which are the center of the club and which are



supposed to come always, to make sure that we can work constantly and that we can
achieve something. Every group has a leader and a fixed order, and a group name.
This was in the last club evening, and | will see if it's working. In long term | would like
to make the club active and flexible. They could help to make pictures for partner;
they could make pictures while cultural events.

One of my English classes (its so messy cause they had to deposit their books on the floor for a test,
they are very much used to look in the old books instead in the head )

To establish the library is a very big and difficult work. Although we got started
everything needs a lot of time. Actually we should have started to divide the
supposed room this week, but since nobody bought the materials we have to wait.
The library is very important and a good project. The students don’t have dictionaries
and books.

There is already a budget to start buying books. | would like to buy school books,
agriculture, construction and community development books, good literature, and
educational movies. It would be also nice to open the library for the whole community
and to form a club at the college, which is going to the village to read children books
with the kids there. With the community Instructor class | would like to visit primary or
preschool for reading together.

Achievements so far: | got started to make English lessons, the photo club is working.
We ordered furniture for the library and started to destroy the old frame where we
need the new wall. Already in Europe | raised 5 kg books, which are mainly from
Mozambican authors and in good quality and which will be added to the library. |
made a lot of pictures of the school for presentations; | helped some students to



make a movie for them. We established a special English class. And very important
is that | get to know the project every day better. Recently | was trying to collect
important facts and | read some old reports and statistics.

| developed different ideas of what is very needed: | need to find a partner for a copy
machine which should be in the library. Until now there is no copy machine for the
College, and it is difficult to really learn without materials. | was asked to find a
partner for donating money for shoes and T-shirts for a football group, which is about
to be formed. We will make one club evening more for making pillows for the library. |
would like to establish a small vegetable garden together with the agriculture class.

All'in all I really like the project and | want to try to improve what | can. Until now in
my eyes maybe most important is to provide more efficient learning and teaching
materials, this opens new horizons and provides new ideas and possibilities, and
therefore the library is perfect. Here | experience the truth of that education is the key
to development.



